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习近平承诺中国将在 2060 年前实现“碳中和” 

 
中国国家主席习近平周二承诺，中国将使用更强有力的气候目标，并在 2060 年

前实现他所说的“碳中和”。如果能够实现，这些承诺将在全球应对气候变化

的斗争中发挥关键作用。 

 

该消息是在联合国大会年度会议上宣布的，有着极为重大的意义，因为中国目

前是全球最大的温室气体排放国。中国如何控制其排放，对于整体减缓全球变

暖至关重要。参加 2015 年《巴黎协议》(Paris Agreement)谈判的美国首席谈

判代表托德·斯特恩(Todd Stern)称，碳中和目标是“重大新闻”。“离 2050

年越近越好，”斯特恩说。 

 

宣布这一消息的时机同样值得注意，因为美国大选在即，气候变化对选民的重

要性越来越大。特朗普总统让美国退出了一项旨在减缓气候变化的国际协议。

他的挑战者小约瑟·R·拜登(Joseph R. Biden Jr.) 承诺重新加入该协议，并

承诺拿出 2万亿美元来减少排放，应对气候变化的影响。 

 

“这显示了习近平对利用气候议程达到地缘政治目的的一贯兴趣，”绿色和平

组织(Greenpeace)的中国问题分析师李硕说。在演讲中，习近平呼吁各国“推

动疫情后世界经济‘绿色复苏’”。 

“人类不能再忽视大自然一次又一次的警告，沿着只讲索取不讲投入、只讲发

展不讲保护、只讲利用不讲修复的老路走下去，”习近平表示。 

 

这不仅是对特朗普政府大幅削减环境保护政策的尖锐反击，也是为了转移对中

国应对新冠病毒疫情措施的批评。“习近平的演讲和特朗普的演讲形成鲜明对

比，”关注中国气候政策的乔治敦大学(Georgetown University)教授乔安

娜·刘易斯(Joanna Lewis)说。“特朗普将世界问题归咎于中国，而习近平呼

吁全球做出回应，并强调中国的贡献。”但他的讲话并没有明确指出中国将以

何种方式和多快的速度加强气候政策。 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 



Advanced Higher Mandarin Reading Exercise 19 
 

  

©languagelearningscotland.com                                        MDAHRD0019 2 

首先，虽然习近平表示，中国将“于 2030 年前”达到温室气体排放峰值，但他

没有具体说明需要多长时间。过去，中国曾表示其排放峰值将在 2030 年“前后”

出现，此后总排放量将开始下降。中国有望在未来十年达到排放峰值。 

 

第二，习近平说，中国的目标是在 2060 年之前实现碳中和，但对何时达到这一

关键阈值却含糊其辞。科学界的共识是，世界必须在 2050 年之前实现碳中和

（有时被称为净零排放），这样才有合理的机会避免最严重的气候危害。 

 

“因此，该声明为中国赢得了一些时间，”刘易斯说，“因为美国总统大选的

结果肯定是中国在敲定其气候计划时考虑的因素之一。” 

 

中国是世界上最大的煤炭消费国，尽管它在清洁能源技术方面占主导地位，该

国生产的太阳能电池板和风力涡轮机比世界上任何国家都多。它也是世界上最

大的电动小汽车和巴士制造商。中国是否、以及如何从化石燃料过渡到可再生

能源，在其发布下一个五年经济计划时将变得更加清晰，该计划将指导中国从

2021年到2025年的经济发展轨迹。气候变化将影响中国的食物和水供应，而海

平面上升将威胁中国沿海人口密集的工业城市。1951年至2017年，中国平均气

温上升速度超过全球平均水平。 

Word List 

- 承诺  v. to pledge  

- 碳中和 “Carbon Neutral” 

- 关键  adj. crucial  

- 温室气 n. greenhouse gas(es) 

- 宣布  n. announcement  

- 退出  v. to withdraw, pulled sth out of… 

- 挑战者 n. challenger 

- 议程  n. agenda  

- 贡献  n. contributions  

- 阈值  n. threshold(s) 
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- 含糊   adj. ambiguous  

- 消费国  n. consumer  

- 太阳能电池板 n. solar panel  

- 风力涡轮机  n. wind turbine  

- 化石燃料  n. fossil fuels 

- 食物和水供应 n. supply of food and water 

 

Questions: 

Re-read lines 1- 3:              Marks 

1. What did President Xi Jinping pledge on Tuesday?              2 

 

Re-read lines 4- 8: 

2. Why was this announcement significant?     2 

3. What does Todd Stern say about this?                1 

 

Re-read lines 9- 12: 

4. Why was the timing of this announcement interesting?   1 

5. What has President Trump done with regards to climate change  3 

and how does differ to his challenge Biden? 

 

Re-read lines 13-17: 

6. What does Li Shuo from Greenpeace think about Xi’s announcement? 1 
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7. What did Xi call on other countries to do?     1 

 

Re-read lines 18- 23: 

8. What is the difference between Xi’s and Trump’s speeches?             3 

Re-read lines 24 – 29: 

9. What was Xi vague on?                  4

  

Re-read lines 30- 38: 

10. What does Dr. Lewis say about this announcement?                1 

11. What Chinese fossil fuel and clean energy industries are mentioned? 3 

Now consider the article as a whole: 

12. What is the writer’s overall purpose in writing about this subject?             7 

Justify your response with close reference to the points made and 

the language used. 

13. Translate the underlines section into English: (lines 16- 19)             20 

 

Total: 49 marks 

 

The Answer Scheme is on the following page.   
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Answer Scheme  

 

Q No. Expected Response Max Mark 

1. - He pledged that his country/ China would 
adopt much stronger climate targets (1) and 
achieve what he called “carbon neutrality before 
2060” (1) 

2 

2. -  China is currently the biggest producer of 
greenhouse gases (1) and so what the country 
does to curb its emissions is crucial to slowing 
down global warming as a whole (1) 

2 

3. - This is big and important news (1) and the 
closer to 2050 the better (1) 

1 

4. - It is almost time for the Unites States 
presidential elections (1) where climate change 
has become a more important issue to voters (1) 

1 

5. - Trump pulled the USA out of the international 
agreement (1) which was aimed at slowing down 
climate change (1) whereas Biden promises to 
re-join this accord (1) and promised to spend $2 
trillion on slashing emissions (1) and addressing 
the effects of climate change (1) 

3 

6. - Xi is using the climate change agenda as 
leverage for geopolitical purposes (1) / It 
demonstrates that Xi’s consistent interest in 
leveraging the climate agenda for geopolitical 
purposes (1) 

1 

7. - To achieve a green recovery of the worlds 
economy in a post-Covid era. (1) 

1 

8. - Trump blames China for the world’s problems 
(1) Xi’s speech calls for global response (1) and 
highlights China’s contributions (1) 

3 

9. - He said that China would peak its greenhouse 
gases emission “before 2030” (1) but did not 
specify how (1) He said China would aim to 
achieve carbon neutrality (1) but was vague on 
the key threshold that would eb reached (1)  

4 

10.  - This announcement buys China some time (1)  1 

11. - China is the world’s largest coal consumer (1) 
produces more solar panels and wind turbines 
than any other country (1) world’s largest 
producer of electric cars and/or buses (1)  

3 



Advanced Higher Mandarin Reading Exercise 19 
 

  

©languagelearningscotland.com                                        MDAHRD0019 6 

12. 1. The writer wants to bring more awareness to 

global warming, greenhouse gases and different 

administration’s attempts to tackle this issue.  

2. The writer wants to bring more attention to 

the geopolitical aspect of environmental 

policies.  

3. The writer wants to emphasise how the 

Chinese government is tackling not only global 

warming but the global political scene. 

4. The writer uses quotations from experts on 

environmental issues and Chinese politics to link 

the article to the real world. 

5. Real life examples of the different president’s 
speeches and how their words turn into 
government policies/actions as well as quoting 
the experts brings more credibility to the piece 
and supports the writer’s argument. 

6. Global warming is a pressing issue that 
regardless of where we are, we are all faced 
with. By showcasing different administrations 
approaches to global warming it shows that the 
author wants to bring more attention to this 
issue and supports the author’s want for more 
actions taken against the politicisation of 
environmental protection.  

7 

7 or 5: 

 Clear, concise and 
reflective answer, 
drawing references 
from the text that are 
entirely appropriate, 
analytical in nature 
which demonstrate a 
sophisticated and 
accurate reading of the 
text. 

3 or 1: 

Provided an answer 
which may contain 

some degree of 
misreading, but which 
offers some evidence 

of appropriate 
inferencing skills. 

0: 

Simply regurgitating 
information from the 

text with no attempt to 
draw references.  

13. “人类不能再忽视大自然一次又一次的警告，沿着只讲

索取不讲投入、只讲发展不讲保护、只讲利用不讲修复

的老路走下去，”习近平表示。 

这不仅是对特朗普政府大幅削减环境保护政策的尖锐反

击，也是为了转移对中国应对新冠病毒疫情措施的批

评。 

- Mankind can no longer afford… 

- … to ignore the peated warnings of 
nature… 

20 

The translation into 
English is allocated 20 
marks. The text for 
translations will be 
divided into numbers 
of sense units. Each 
sense unit is worth 2 
marks, which will be 
awarded according to 
the quality and 
accuracy of the 
translation into English. 
In assessing the 
candidate’s 
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- …and go down the beaten path of 
extracting resources… 

- …without investing in conservation, … 

- …pursuing development at the expense 
of protection… 

- … and exploiting resources without 
restoration,” Mr. Xi said. 

- Not only was that a (sharp) counter point 
to… 

- … the Trump administration’s expansive 
rollbacks of environmental protections… 

- …but also, a way to deflect criticism… 

- … of China’s own handling of the Covid-
19 epidemic.  

performance, the 
descriptions detailed 
below will be used. 
Each sense unit will be 
awarded one of the 
marks shown. 

 2 - Good: Essential 
information and 
relevant details are 
understood and 
conveyed clearly and 
accurately, with 
appropriate use of 
English. 

1- Satisfactory: 
Essential 
information is 
understood and 
conveyed 
clearly and 
comprehensibly, 
although some 
of the details 
may be 
translated in an 
imprecise or 
inaccurate 
manner. The 
key message is 
conveyed in 
spite of 
inaccuracies 
and weaknesses 
in the use of 
English. 

0- 
Unsatisfactory: 
The candidate 
fails to 
demonstrate 
sufficient 
understanding 
of the essential 
information. 
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